PADS 3.0 - System Requirements

A complete public display system requires the following components:


• Server PC


• Manager/Designer PCs


• Public displays


• Viewer PCs


• Network infrastructure


• PADS software

Server PC
The Server PC is the pivot of the system. On this PC the PADS Server software runs. Of course the requirements for this PC mainly depend on the size of the system and how intensively the system is used. In general every modern PC will be satisfying to act as a PADS Server PC.  Just to give you an indication we list the recommended hardware for a system with about 50 Viewers:

Processor: Intel Pentium 4 or compatible

CPU: 1.5 GHz or higher

Memory: 1,024 MB

Hard disk: 80 GB

Operating system: Windows XP or higher (at least Windows 2000). For systems with more than 10 viewers Windows Server 2003 is recommended.
.Net 1.1

.Net 2.0 - optional

For large and/or critical systems it is recommended to use a backup Server PC or a Server PC with clustering technology and RAID facilities.

Manager/Designer PCs
The Manager/Designer PC is a desktop PC that is intended to run the PADS Manager, PADS Designer and optionally the PADS Agent software. There can be one or more Manager/Designer PCs, depending on the number of people that want to use the PADS system. The Manager/Designer PC has the following recommended hardware specifications:
Processor: Intel Pentium or compatible

CPU: 1.0 GHz or higher

Memory: 512 MB

Hard disk: 80 GB

Operating system: Windows XP or higher (at least Windows 2000)

.Net 1.1

NOTE: Often the Server PC is also used as Manager/Designer PC to save on hardware costs.

Public displays
Public displays are used to display the PADS presentations. Nowadays plasma displays and LCD screens are the most commonly used display devices, but the PADS software supports any VGA-compatible display device. Non-VGA display devices are also supported but require interface software as device driver.

Viewer PCs
The Viewer PC is mostly a small-sized PC that is attached to or built-in the public display device. Other names that are often used for this type of PC are 'display controller', 'graphical engine board (GEB)’ or 'set top box'. The Viewer PC has the following recommended hardware requirements:

Processor: Intel Pentium or compatible

CPU: 1 GHz or higher

Memory: 512 MB

VGA Memory: 32 MB

Hard disk: 40 GB

Operating system: Windows XP or higher (at least Windows 2000 is required)

NOTE: In far most situations one Viewer PC is used for each display device to create a stable and flexible configuration. Optionally you can save on hardware costs by using one Viewer PC to control multiple public display devices. However, you should take into account that this means that a hardware failure of the Viewer PC will affect multiple public displays.

Network infrastructure
The PADS system requires some type of network connection between the PADS Manager/Designer PC and the PADS Server PC on one side and between the PADS Viewer PCs and the PADS Server PCs on the other side.

The most commonly used network infrastructure is a LAN (Local Area Network) with UTP (at least CAT-5 quality) cabling. Other possibilities are a WAN (Wide Area Network), Intranet or Internet connection. Wireless connections are also supported.

PADS software
The PADS software completes the public display system. This includes the PADS Server software for the Server PC, the PADS Manager/Designer software and optionally the PADS Agent software for the Manager/Designer PC and finally the PADS Viewer software for each Viewer PC.
